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Who tells the story? Year level: 2–3 

Unit of work contributed by Lauren Harkins, Chullora Public School, NSW 

 

L9496 Story map: tool. Copyright Education Services Australia Ltd. 

About the unit 
Unit description 
In this unit students read different versions of popular stories and gain an understanding of how a story can 
be told from different points of view. They develop character profiles and a digital story based on one of the 
stories. 

Knowledge, understandings, skills, values 
• Students will learn that narratives have a recognisable basic structure. 

• Students will learn the concept of point of view in narrative, how point of view shapes the way stories are 
told and how illustrations can shape point of view. 

• Students will learn that point of view can change according to which character is relating events in the 
narrative. 

• Students will create an imaginative reconstruction of a well-known story using digital technology. 

Focus questions 
• How are stories structured? 

• What does point of view mean? 

• How do I recognise point of view in a story? 

• How do I shape point of view in a story? 
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Resources 
Digital curriculum resources 

 L9496 Story map: tool 

 L9497 Storyboard: Flutter-by friends 

 L1246 Movie mayhem: Putri dan labu (edit a film about a Cinderella-style fairytale set in 
Indonesia) 

Internet sites 
• Sequencing pictures for ‘The three little pigs’: http://www.k-3teacherresources.com (search for 

‘Sequencing pictures’, select the ‘Story sequencing activities’ page, and then select ‘The three little pigs 
illustration sequencing pages’) 

• Grimm Brothers’ ‘Cinderella’: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm021.html 

• Digital stories: http://www.education.vic.gov.au (search for ‘digital stories’, select ‘Knowledge bank’ and 
then ‘Digital stories’) 

Software 
• Digital story-making or presentation software such as MS Photo Story, MS PowerPoint, MS MovieMaker 

or iPhoto 

Print 
Books 
• ‘Cinderella’ in Revolting rhymes, Roald Dahl, Puffin, 2009 

• The Korean Cinderella, Shirley Climo and Ruth Heller, HarperCollins, 1993 

• Piggybook, Anthony Browne, Walker, 2008 

• The true story of the three little pigs, Jon Scieszka, Puffin, 1996 

• Voices in the park, Anthony Browne, Transworld, 1999 

Film 
• Three little pigs in the ‘Silly Symphonies’ series, Walt Disney animation collection, 2010 

Other resource 
• ‘The three little pigs’ (traditional) 

Attached printable worksheets 
The following teacher-created learning resources referred to in the unit of work are available for you to 
modify, print and use in your own teaching and learning context. 

• Time line of events: ‘The three little pigs’ 

• Time line of events: The true story of the three little pigs 

• Point of view analysis: ‘The three little pigs’ 

• Point of view analysis: The true story of the three little pigs 



 

© Education Services Australia Ltd, 2014, except where indicated otherwise. Provided all acknowledgements are 
retained, this material may be used free of charge for non-commercial educational purposes within Australia. 

 Who tells the story? by Lauren Harkins, Chullora Public School, NSW 3  

 

Teaching the unit 

Setting the scene 
Resources 
• Movie or book depicting the original story of ‘Cinderella’ 

Teaching and learning activities 
Briefly introduce the class to the story of ‘Cinderella’. Use a book or movie if necessary. 

Have the students work in pairs and try to recall the story. If any students are unfamiliar with the story of 
‘Cinderella’, place them with a pair of students who can explain the story. 

Join each pair with another. Students can then discuss and debate their different versions of the story. They 
may use this as an opportunity to discuss how stories develop and are interpreted differently around the 
world. 

Ask students to write a learning journal entry about what they have learned. 

Assessment 
Assess students’ ability to verbally retell the story and their understanding of concepts as displayed in the 
learning journal entry. 

Investigating 
Resources 
• L9496 Story map: tool 

• A traditional version of ‘The three little pigs’ or Walt Disney’s Three little pigs from the ‘Silly Symphonies’ 
series 

• Sequencing pictures for ‘The three little pigs’: http://www.k-3teacherresources.com (search for 
‘Sequencing pictures’, select the ‘Story sequencing activities’ page, and then select ‘The three little pigs 
illustration sequencing pages’) 

• Piggybook, Anthony Browne, Walker, 2008 

• Voices in the park, Anthony Browne, Transworld, 1999 

• The true story of the three little pigs, Jon Scieszka, Puffin, 1996 

• Time line of events: ‘The three little pigs’ (page 10) 

• Time line of events: The true story of the three little pigs (page 11) 

• Point of view analysis: ‘The three little pigs’ (page 12) 

• Point of view analysis: The true story of the three little pigs (page 13) 
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Teaching and learning activities 
Point of view: ‘The three little pigs’ 
Read a traditional version of ‘The three little pigs’ to students or watch an animated version. 

Use pictures of ‘The three little pigs’ to help students sequence the story’s events. 

To familiarise students with the concepts of orientation, complication, resolution, character, setting and title, 
present L9496 Story map: tool to the class on an electronic whiteboard. 

Next, ask the class to identify the features of the story by sequencing pictures. (Go to http://www.k-
3teacherresources.com, search for ‘Sequencing pictures’, select the ‘Story sequencing activities’ page, and 
then select ‘The three little pigs illustration sequencing pages’.) 

Read Piggybook by Anthony Browne to the class, and then use L9496 Story map: tool as a guide to have 
students identify the narrative structure of the book. Introduce the term ‘point of view’. Explain that point of 
view means seeing a story through the eyes of the person telling it. 

Decide through which character’s eyes Piggybook is told. Brainstorm ideas as to how students know this. 
Talk to students about the following excerpt from Piggybook: 

Mr Piggott lived with his two sons, Simon and Patrick, in a nice house with a nice garden, and a nice 
car in the nice garage. Inside the house was his wife. 

Why is the word ‘nice’ repeated? 

As a reader, describe your impression of the family after reading this part of the book? 

Ask students to find the following saying verbs in Piggybook and the situation in which each of them is used: 

demanded squealed grunted snorted snuffled 

Which characters do these saying verbs refer to? 

These saying verbs would usually be used to describe the speech of what type of character? 

How does your point of view on the father and sons in the book change when these saying verbs are used? 

Does the use of these verbs indicate that any of the characters have changed or are different than you 
thought? 

As a reader, which character do you now feel sympathy for? 

Role-play 
Use role-play to help students explore the concept of point of view. In groups of three, have one student be 
the authority figure (eg a teacher, parent or police officer), while the other two students simulate a conflict in 
the following situation. 

Student 1: [Student 2] punched me in the arm for no reason! 

Student 2: No, I didn’t! 

Students each tell their side of the story to the authority figure – Student 1 thinks it was for no reason; 
Student 2 explains that it was because Student 1 made fun of Student 2’s sibling. Ask other members of the 
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class to take notes of the events and decide what the truth actually is. The role-play will help students 
understand how it is possible for people to see the same event differently, from multiple points of view. Use 
this to explore how point of view can affect the way a person remembers events. 

Time lines 
Students can use Time line of events: ‘The three little pigs’ (page 10) to create a time line of events in 
the story. 

Discuss from whose point of view the story is told and how each character feels about each event as it 
happens. 

Question students about how they know what each character is feeling and the effect these points of view 
have on other characters. Explore how these developments are revealed through, for example, illustrations, 
word choice and grammar. Using the time line, students should record their findings. 

Read The true story of the three little pigs by Jon Scieszka to the class and have students repeat the 
above activities using Time line of events: The true story of the three little pigs (page 11). 

To help them devise a time line, ask students the following questions. 

From whose point of view is the story told? 

How does each character feel about each event as it happens? How do you know this? 

What effect does this have on other characters? 

How are the effects revealed through illustrations, word choice and grammar? 

Students should record their answers. 

Have students compare and contrast the two stories, particularly noting different word choices and language 
features used with specific characters in each story. 

Be sure that students understand that ‘The three little pigs’ and The true story of the three little pigs tell the 
same story with the same events; only the points of view differ. 

Ask students to suggest reasons why the author of The true story of the three little pigs, Jon Scieszka, might 
have chosen to take certain points of view in his book. 

In their learning journal, students record how an author can change the point of view of a story. 

Voices in the park 
Read Voices in the park by Anthony Browne to the class. Stop after each section of the text to discuss the 
font and the illustrations used to establish a point of view. 

Draw a chart comparing characters’ attitudes, feelings and attributes, as well as the font, sentence type and 
word choice used to establish the points of view. 

Discuss the following questions: 

Why has the author told the story from four different points of view? 

How do the four voices in the book describe the same events, in the same order? 
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How does the reader gain insight into what each character feels and sees in their section of the story? 

In their learning journal, students record the part played by point of view in narrative. 

Assessment 
Ask students to record in their learning journal: 

• the meaning of point of view in narrative 

• examples of words the author uses to influence the reader’s responses to the story and characters in 
‘The three little pigs’ and Piggybook. 

Bringing it all together 
Resources 
• Grimm Brothers’ ‘Cinderella’: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm021.html 

• ‘Cinderella’ in Revolting rhymes, Roald Dahl, Puffin, 2009 

• The Korean Cinderella, Shirley Climo and Ruth Heller, HarperCollins, 1993 

Teaching and learning activities 
Retellings of fairy tales 
Explain to students that fairy tales in most cultures have been around for hundreds, if not thousands, of 
years. Many have been handed down from generation to generation, often in oral rather than written form. 
As a result, the stories have changed almost as often as the storyteller. Also, as society changed, so did the 
point of view in many of the fairy tales. As fairy tales came to be told in other countries, those retellings 
reflected those countries’ cultures. Characters’ names and place names were changed, and the ‘message’ or 
moral of the fairy tale often changed too. 

Give the example of how Walt Disney’s retelling of ‘Snow White’ was sanitised. (Disney removed the gory 
details of previous versions because he wanted young children to enjoy his film.) 

Explore the various versions of ‘Cinderella’ available in print or online, including: 

• Grimm Brothers’ ‘Cinderella’ 

• Roald Dahl’s ‘Cinderella’ (based on Charles Perrault’s version) 

• The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo and Ruth Heller 

Read or show selected passages that present the same incident and help students identify: 

• the different names given to Cinderella (ie the character) 

• the different names given to other characters 

• changes to the setting 

• changes in the story to fit different cultures 

• the different ways in which the story is narrated and the different points of view. 

Identify which versions are written to teach a moral lesson. 
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Australian ‘Cinderella’ 
Ask students to compose an Australian version of ‘Cinderella’, set in modern times in their hometown. 
Brainstorm story ideas as a class and ask: 

What local settings could we use for different parts of the story? 

What Australian event would replace the ball? 

What would be the modern story’s equivalent of the glass slipper? 

What names should Cinderella and the other characters have? 

Who will Prince Charming and the Fairy Godmother be? 

Is Cinderella going to be a boy or girl? 

Whose point of view could we use? Is Cinderella a victim or a smart and cunning person? What sort of 
person is Prince Charming? 

What Australian attitudes could we include? 

Have students work in groups of four to outline a plan for their Australian version of ‘Cinderella’. Remind 
them to keep the same overall structure as in the original version. 

A student from each group should explain the outline of his or her group’s version of ‘Cinderella’ to the class, 
and the class will then vote to choose the best Australian ‘Cinderella’. 

Assessment 
Ask students to record three things in their learning journals that they enjoyed about the Australian 
‘Cinderella’ stories. 

Drawing conclusions 
Resources 
• Three little pigs in the ‘Silly Symphonies’ series, Walt Disney animation collection, 2010 

• ‘Cinderella’ in Revolting rhymes, Roald Dahl, Puffin, 2009 

• Digital stories: http://www.education.vic.gov.au (search for ‘digital stories’, select ‘Knowledge bank’ and 
then ‘Digital stories’) 

Teaching and learning activities 
Character profiles 
Organise the class into ability-based pairs. Assign each pair a character from either ‘Cinderella’ or ‘The three 
little pigs’. 

Re-read Dahl’s version of ‘Cinderella’ and revisit a picture version of ‘The three little pigs’ to remind students 
of the main characters. 

Ask students to create a character profile for a character from one of the stories. Their profile should include 
an explanation of who the character is, a description of the character and an account of what the character 
does in the story. 
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Combine pairs that have worked on the same character and get them to compare their character profiles and 
their points of view on the character, and make any necessary changes. 

Digital story 
In pairs, students should write a digital version of one incident from either ‘Cinderella’ or ‘The three little pigs’. 
The incident should include the character they profiled and should be told from the point of view of that 
character. 

For advice and support on digital story writing, go to Digital stories: http://www.education.vic.gov.au (search 
for ‘digital stories’, select ‘Knowledge bank’ and then ‘Digital stories’). 

Arrange a display of the digital stories for your class and other year 2–3 classes to see. 

Assessment 
Ask students to record in their learning journals the setting for their digital story along with three facts about 
each character in ‘Cinderella’. 
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Writer: Lauren Harkins 

The material in this unit of work may contain links to internet sites maintained by entities not connected to 
Education Services Australia Ltd and which it does not control (‘Sites’). 

Education Services Australia Ltd: 

• provides the links for ease of reference only and it does not sponsor, sanction or approve of any 
material contained on the Sites; and 

• does not make any warranties or representations as to, and will not be liable for, the accuracy or any 
other aspect of the material on the Sites or any other matter connected to the use of the Sites. 

While the material in this Unit of work is not remunerable under Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968, material 
on the Sites may be remunerable under Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968. It is your responsibility to read 
and comply with any copyright information, notices or conditions of use which apply to a Site. 

 

 



 

© Education Services Australia Ltd, 2014, except where indicated otherwise. Provided all acknowledgements are retained, this material may be used free of charge for non-commercial 
educational purposes within Australia. 

 Who tells the story? by Lauren Harkins, Chullora Public School, NSW 10 

Time line of events 
‘The three little pigs’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name  Class  Date  

Orientation Complication Resolution Series of events 
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Time line of events 
The true story of the three little pigs 
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Point of view analysis 

‘The three little pigs’ 
 

Event:   

Whose perspective is this from?   

  

  

How does this character feel about the event?   

  

  

How do you know this?   

  

  

How does this character feel about the other characters?  

  

  

  

What in the story gives you this impression?   

  

  

  

Name  Class  Date  
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Point of view analysis 

The true story of the three little pigs 
 

Event:   

Whose perspective is this from?   

  

  

How does this character feel about the event?   

  

  

How do you know this?   

  

  

How does this character feel about the other characters?   

  

  

  

What in the story gives you this impression?   

  

  

  

Name  Class  Date  


